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The Opening Faceoff… New arrivals 
 
With the Florida Panthers winning their first Stanley Cup after 30 seasons and the Denver (TENver?) Pioneers 
adding a 10th National Championship to their collection of banners, we enter the silly season. That means free 
agency in professional hockey and the transfer portal for NCAA hockey.  Coaching changes abound as well 
highlighted by the entire coaching staff walking out the door at Northern Michigan University “for other 
opportunities.”  As we have seen the past few off-seasons, the fifth “Covid season” for many players has put 
an above average number of players in the portal as graduate students take advantage of an additional year of 
NCAA eligibility.   
 
We’ve had a busy few months since the last newsletter with another nice group of new jerseys arriving, 
highlighted by our acquisition of a collection which focused on vintage Dartmouth going back to the 1990s and 
a few Univ of New Hampshire jersey as well.  Other notable arrivals include a couple dozen BU gamers and 
practice jerseys - complete with names, numbers and Hockey East conference patches, (yes, all that on 
practice jerseys) along with many more from Brown, Denver, Miami, Ferris State, Bemidji State, Vermont and 
Michigan Tech.  The Vermont is notable as this is the first set I have seen produced by Smarthockey.  Another 
new manufacturer now added to men’s D-I hockey.  See the last page for a complete list of all the new arrivals 
with details and prices. 



Timeout for Coaching… Why is That  Logo Obscured? 

If you’ve seen a few 1990s era jerseys, you have 
almost certainly come across one or more that 
have the manufacturer’s logo covered and you 
may have wondered why.  Back then, the NCAA 
decided to crack down on what they perceived to 
be overt advertising on college jerseys and in 
short decided that a manufacturer’s or supplier’s 
logo could be no larger than one square inch.  
That’s not very large, and it left many teams 
scrambling to bring their jerseys into compliance 
without having to replace all of them.  Patching 
over the offending logos became the most 
common fix.  In the coming years, suppliers either 
greatly reduced the size of their logo (CCM for 
example) or they came up with creative ways 
around the rule like printing matched to the 
jersey color so the logo could only be seen up 
close. 
 
 
Examples at right, clockwise from upper left: Dartmouth patch over, Dartmouth revised CCM logo, revised CCM 
logos for Lowell and UNH, Alaska Fairbanks took an easier route by coloring over the logo with marker (which 
has faded over time), Michigan Tech patch over and another MTU jersey of the same style, one year newer 
with the revised compliant CCM logo. 

Examples above – Top row, left to right: Patching by Univ of Wisconsin, Minnesota Duluth, and Northeastern 
Row 2: Miami patching over CUSTOM CRAFTED and CCM 
Row 3: Providence patching over CUSTOM CRAFTED and CCM 
Row 4: Brown patching over CCM but leaving the “white on white” CUSTOM CRAFTED visible. 



 
At the End of Regulation…  More Conference Shuffling 
The past year has provided notice that at least two Men’s D-I teams are on the move and getting new 
conference homes.  Exactly one year ago today, the NCHC announced that they would be undertaking their 

first expansion since the conference formed in 2013 by adding the Arizona State Sun Devils 
as their 9th member for the 2024-25 season.  After almost a decade as a D-I independent, 
ASU got their new rink Mullet  Arena completed and their rink roommate, the NHL’s 
Arizona Coyotes’ assets (but not officially the franchise), left town to become the Utah 
Hockey Club.  With ASU being an oddball 9th team in the conference, most speculated it 
wouldn’t be long before the NCHC would want a 10th team.  They were correct. 

 
However, almost everyone incorrectly assumed it would be WCHA/CCHA 
powerhouse Minnesota State who  got the invite.  The college hockey world 
was a bit shocked when the upstart Univ of St Thomas Tommies, led by 
former Miami head coach Rico Blasi, announced that they would be leaving 
the CCHA to join the NCHC starting with the 2006-27 season, leaving them 
to play two lame duck seasons in the CCHA before departing.  One can’t 
help but wonder if the NCHC changed course after seeing the Wisconsin 
Badgers gut Mankato’s hockey program when they hired away not just head coach Mike Hastings, but also 
their assistant coach Todd Knott, director of sports performance Tom Inkrott, and director of hockey 
operations Luke Regner. 
 
Lastly, two conferences announced their merger this past April when College Hockey America (women’s) and 
Atlantic Hockey (men’s) came together under the new name Atlantic Hockey America.  Previously the two 
conferences had shared administrative operations since 2010.  Will this lead to more conference shuffling out 
East in the future?  I think Neil Peart, the drummer 
and lyricist of the band Rush, put it best when he 
penned the following for their hit Tom Sawyer: 
“Changes aren’t permanent, but change is…”   
 

Do you have jerseys you are looking to sell? 
We purchase individual jerseys or entire collections. 

We also can sell your collection on consignment. 
Drop us an email for more details. 
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